Parish of Saint Leonard

Phone (902) 862-2255 Fax 862-7110
Email: pastoralcentre@parishofsaintleonard.com Parish Website: www.parishofsaintleonard.com
Our Pastoral Centre is presently located at 553 @geStreet, New Waterford, NS B1H 4E4.
OFFICE HOURS - MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS - 9:30AM - 12NooN & 1:30PM 10 4:00PM
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We Remember...Our celebrations of Christian Burial ... We pray for those who have died, especially

Neil MacDonald, Gerald MacMaster, Catherine “Kay” Muise, Elizabe@®Iszowiec, Roderick
Tomiczek and Sylvia “Bugsy” M. Young.

We Celebrate ... Christmas Mass Schedule
Monday, Dec. 22 11:00 AM Funeral Saturday, Dec. 27 4:00 PM St. Agnes
St. Joseph (NV) 5:30 PM St. Joseph (NV)
6:30 PM Liturgy of the Word] Sunday, Dec. 28 8:30 AM St. Joseph (I})
Tuesday, Dec. 23 9:00 AM St. Michael 10:00 AM Mount Carmel
Wednesday, Dec. 24 4:30 PM Mount Carmel 11:30 AM St. Michael
5:00 PM St. Agnes Monday, Dec. 29 9:00 AM St. Michael
6:00 PM St. Michael Tuesday, Dec. 30 9:00 AM St. Michael
7:30 PM St. Joseph’s (L) Wednesday, Dec. 31 4:00 PM St. Agnes
10:00 PM Mount Carmel 5:30 PM Mount Carme
12 Midnight St. Joseph (NV) Thursday, Jan. 1 11:30 AM St. Michael
Thursday, Dec. 25 10:00 AM St. Agnes Friday, Jan. 2 NO MASS
Friday, Dec. 26 NO MASS

*Please note In the case of a funeralin our parish or a _school cancellatigrdaily mass (morning or eveningnd
exposition are cancelled. Parishioners who celebrate daily Mass ariéeidto join us in supporting families in their loss
through the funeral rites when possible. This is a great opportunityoé a visible sign of the Body of Christ.
Sacrament of Baptism
Celebrations of baptism take place on the third Sunday of each month att&teldi€hurch. If you would like to

have your child baptized, please contact the Pastoral Centre at 862-2255.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Before Evening Masses (Wednesday & Thursday), or by appointment

Sacrament of Marriage
If you wish to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage, please contdasheral Centre at least 6 months in advance.

We Believe ... In today’s first reading, God promises King David that his house amgdé&m will
“endure forever.” Then, in the Gospel, we read of the Angel Gabmelrds to Mary about the Son ¢
will bear, whose dignity will be great, who will be the Son of Mhast High, and to whom the Lord G¢
will give “the throne of David his father.” The “house” is tremily of David from which Jesus
descended. The “kingdom” is the one Jesus establishes. Because we have prepastsauell this
Advent, our Christmas joy and peace will be heartfelt. WEece&iebrate the wonder of that first Christmas, whenjall
the prophecies of the Messiah come to pass in the birth of dJesuSon of God. On Christmas, and every day ofjour
lives, we are fully open in faith, as Mary is in today’s Gospéle live in a spirit of advent all year long, welcomifg
Jesus and bringing him to a world that is desperate for the promise oifsalvat

Questions of the Week
Adults: What do the words, “Do not be afraid” say to me this Advent? What fears do | needtto@ad?
Children: Who is the person | trust the most? What makes this person trustworthy?




First Reconciliation
Congratulations to the following young people of our parish who have cadpleé preparation for th
sacrament of reconciliation, most of whom celebrated this saatafor the first time on Friday, Decemb

12" at our Advent Reconciliation Celebration:
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Supporting Our Food Bank Youth Activities
Throughout the year, children are welcome tGatherings for our youth in grades 9-12 _:ra- £
come forward during the collection to placebreak for the next few weeksgsuming on " e
money in a can labeled, "Food Bank". Thdanuary 11" at 7 PM at the Gaul Centre

money collected in these cans is passed along . . .
to our local St. Vincent de Paul food banks to Conflrmatlon Preparatlon ,
<7 Confirmation Candidates are reminded to

use to buy food items and to help with othef/- \~ . -
y P !7 complete theipnline activity for the month of

expenses they may have. Over the past year, we have )\"
b y may past y W December. If you have yet to complete the
previous months’ activities, they are still

collected a total 081,208.261n these cans. Many thanks\{
to the youngest members of our faith community for——<< . . o1

Y 9 y Psted on the website. All online activities are under the
outh Corner” section of our website.

reaching out to support the needs of the larg
community!

Parish Night Gatherings Preparation for First Eucharist

Many thanks to those who came out on Tuesda gfamilies of chil_dren in grade .2 (and up)_ar
December 18 to reflect on the meaning of the upcomin vited to enter into preparation for Fir

Christmas Season and to help prepare our chrismon t g(_:harlst (a.k.a_. First Communlon) in the Ne .
A special thanks to Angela, Tom, Leo, and the childr ear. There will be a meeting for parents/caregivers on

who presented the Christmas story according to t”émdav, January 18 at 7 PM at the G.‘"‘”' C_:entre_to
Registration will take

Gospel of Luke. There will be no parish explain th? preparation process. S |
night gatherings for the next two weeks place at this time. Please note that the expectation is tha
Gatherings will resume on January &' at ] families are regularly taking part in ongoing faith
y " O
development opportunities such as participation in Sunday

6:30 PM with our Breaking Open the Word. X : .
As always, all are welcome! El?gchhtz“z[’c Breaking Open the Word, monthly Spaghetti

Christmas Basket Ticket Draw Baptism Celebration
Our Ways & Means Committee will be ~ Once again this month we have received a
drawing for their Christmas Baskeway atthe 3,7 |arge number of requests for the celebration of
- 11:30 AM Mass We wish the best of luck to fj:‘_@” Baptism. As such, we will have a special
all ticket holders. = Baptism  Celebration THIS  Sunday,
Attention C.W.L. Members December 2% at 2 PM at St. Michael's The

All CWL Members are reminded that thenual Dues Ccommunity is encouraged to come out for this celebration

($13) should be submitted by December 31, 2008. Y69 welcome the newest thirteen members of our faith

may place them in a plain envelope (clearly markéi?mmunity-

“CWL") and drop them in the Sunday Collection. Winter Burials
Thanks! Due to ground conditions at present, the Winter Chapel in

Shuttle Ministry Mount Carmel Cemetery will be used for all burials in our

Those who need transportation to get to Mass startingfig"ish- Following a funeral in any of our churches, the

the New Year are invited to please call the office. WI€st, deacon or other minister can go to the Vault
invite parishioners who have extra space in their vehiclc§apel, where the committal prayers will be said. The

to please be mindful of those in need actual burial of remains will take place after May 1, and
transportation. Thanks for your assistance&'; ;%.\ can take place without a priest, deacon or other minister

this noble ministry! present.




Tending The Flock

G, Supporting Ourselves as Parish "
ot é%i’,? Sunday Collection fobecember 14, 2008 R %}7
Envelopes (457): $6,186.35 + Loose: $368.526;554.87.
& % '
Hymn Book Donations
Hymn Books have been donated to the Parish of Saint Leonard In M@hdug Coady andTheresa <&
Madden by St. Michael's Choir Members. Thank you for your generosity! ad
2009 Church Envelopes
Contribution Envelopes for Parish Support in 2009 have been distributed. If gcu r@gular
% envelope user and have not received your envelopes, please callttral Rzentre (862-2255). If

you are not presently using envelopes, but would like to start, simply pick up a boketetitays
at the back of any of our church buildings. All envelope users areseqgluto put theimame and
street addresson the first few envelopes of the year, in order for us to upmatéles. If you wish
to support your parish through pre-authorized debit, please contactdfoeaP&entre. Thank you
for your generous support!
Upcoming Meetings
Liturgy Committee Meeting Thursday January 15 7.060M  Gaul Centre
Finance Committee Meeting Thursday January 22 7P0  Pastoral Centre

Church Decorating
Our church buildings are prepared for feasts through the genevbgiigny volunteers and benefactors. Preparing
a church for Christmas is among the most special celebration actiitexorating will take place at the following
times. Please feel free to come to any or all of the decorating sessiend & hand. Everyone is welcome!

Church Day Date Time
St. Agnes Saturday December 20 5:00 PM
St. Joseph (L) Sunday December 21 9:30 AM
Mount Carmel Sunday December 21 1:00 PM
St. Michael Sunday December 21 3:30 PM
St. Joseph (NV) Sunday December 21 1:00 PM
WELCOME HOME TO FAMILY AND Mass Schedule for the New Year
FRIENDS As was mentioned in October, from January 1, 2009,
One of the joys of Christmas is the gathering together @il the end of the heating season, St. Michael's
family and friends. Welcome home to alfzwgzmes¢ Church and St. Joseph’s Church, Lingan will be used

who are celebrating Christmas thi
year with family and friends. God's’g
blessing upon all of you as you traveixs
and return to your homes in the n
future.

for all of our liturgies, including funerals. The mass
times will be as follows:

Saturday (Vigils) Sunday

PASTORAL CENTRE CLOSED |
Please note that the Pastoral Centre will be closed from
December 23 at noon untllanuary 5, 2009 at 9:30
a.m. for regular office services. Our Pastoral Centre _ _
Staff will be on Christmas break. Pastoral Services off) There will be no Liturgy of
priests will be available as scheduled and as needql erm the Hours on _Monday,
where possible. You may leave a message at 862-2255 " December 29 Please refer
or 862-7153, in case of an emergency. to our Christmas Mass Schedule (front page) for a
ONE PUBLICATION full listing of masses over the next week. Thanks.

Please note that there will be no publicationGifR
SUNDAY BULLETIN for Sunday December 28, 2048\o Scents Is Good Sensewe ask that you help make 3l
or Sunday, January 4, 2009. Items for the nephrish buildings Scent Free Thank you for your
publication should reach our office by 4:.00 p.mconsideration of others.

Wednesday, January 7, 2009




St. Vincent De Paul Society
//S’QE“@ Emergency Food Service Call 862-3779 or 862-3770

Clothing Room - Behind St. Michael’'s Church (on Christy Lane) — Mondays at 10 AM for
drop-offs and Mondays from 11 AM - 3 PM for pickups.
Good, Used Furniture Needed- Please Phone Dan MacMullin at 862-8832

What's Going On ...
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With much love and prayers,
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